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2014 RABOBANK HOCKEY WORLD CUP 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.12 am]: I am delighted to rise today 
to acknowledge the outstanding success of both Australian national hockey teams—the Kookaburras and the 
Hockeyroos—in the 2014 Hockey World Cup in the Netherlands. I acknowledge members of those teams in the 
Speaker’s gallery today. Well done. 

[Applause.] 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Members would be aware that the national hockey program is based here in 
Western Australia, so we quite rightly feel an enormous sense of pride at our national teams’ success on the 
world stage. Australia’s men’s hockey team, the Kookaburras, under the outstanding leadership of legendary 
coach and former champion player Ric Charlesworth, completed one of the most difficult tasks in world sport: 
going back-to-back and being crowned world champions once again after an emphatic 6–1 victory over world 
cup hosts and Olympic Games silver medallists, the Netherlands. An outstanding individual performance from 
penalty corner specialist Chris Ciriello helped the Kookaburras to a second consecutive world title, defeating the 
hosts to become only the third team to successfully defend a world crown, following in the footsteps of Pakistan 
and Germany. For the first time in the tournament, Australia had to come from behind to earn the result, but 
Ciriello’s hat-trick and strikes from Kieran Govers, Glenn Turner and world hockey legend Jamie Dwyer were 
more than enough to deliver the world crown. Kookaburras captain, Mark Knowles, playing in his third 
Hockey World Cup final, was named player of the tournament and 21-year-old Jeremy Hayward, playing in only 
his seventeenth senior international match, was named young player of the tournament. 

The Australian team with one of our richest sporting pedigrees, the Hockeyroos, is expected to rise to second in 
the world rankings after winning the silver medal at the Hockey World Cup on Saturday, going down 2–nil to 
the host nation, the Netherlands. It is the Australian women’s third Hockey World Cup silver medal, adding to 
those won in 1990 and 2006. This was an outstanding performance and the result of countless hours of hard 
work to return the Hockeyroos to the very highest level of international achievement. The Australian women’s 
team’s next test comes in just over five weeks when the team heads to Glasgow to defend the Commonwealth 
Games title it won in Delhi four years ago. We wish them all the best. 

The Western Australian government has a longstanding commitment to retain the national hockey training 
program here in Western Australia. We have a rich history of producing hockey players who have reached the 
pinnacle of the sport on the international stage, and perhaps just as importantly, have many thousands of young 
people who aspire to emulate the feats of the world champions we have with us in the house today. On behalf of 
the Parliament of Western Australia, I extend my warmest congratulations to the Hockeyroos, the Kookaburras 
and the peerless coaching and support staff that made their journey possible. In closing, as the member for 
Wagin, I will give a special mention to Ashleigh Nelson, who is a lovely girl from Wagin. We are all very proud 
of Ashleigh, as we are proud of all members of both teams. 

[Applause.] 
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